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New Trends in Design and Facilities for Exhibition Centres 
 
UFI meeting in Vienna April, 29, 2004  
 
Twenty-three countries sent representatives to attend the UFI Focus Meeting hosted 
by Reed Exhibitions Messe Wien on 29 April 2004. UFI invited IFES to participate in 
the UFI meeting; IFES Select Jose Maria Perez de Olocaechea presented the IFES 
perspective.  
 
The 80+ participants were treated to a variety of presentations on exhibition centre 
design issues. Organised by the UFI Exhibition Centres Committee, this meeting drew 
on the expertise of Prof.Volkwin Marg - architect for exhibition facilities in Rimini, 
Leipzig, and Shenzhen, Wolfgang Möckl - architect for the Munich Trade Fair Centre 
and the Shanghai New International Expo Centre, and Ralf Bock - architect for the new 
Milan Exhibition Centre.  
Dr. Markus Schäfer of KölnMesse GmbH presented a case study for the planned 2006 
restructuring of the “MesseCity” of Cologne. Speakers Eric Préat of ARTEXIS and 
José Maria Perez de Olacoechea President Select of IFES presented the perspective 
of organisers and service providers respectively. 
 
Among the points which were consistently made by all were the following: 
§ Facility design must be flexible, though a one-size-fits-all exhibition centre is an 

impossibility 
§ Don’t overlook the economic implications of a costly construction. Eventually 

this will be passed on to your customers. 
§ Respect human considerations such as daylight, walking distances, colour 
§ Environmental considerations can have a positive impact on operational 

budgets, 
§ Productivity at exhibition centres is directly related to design considerations. 

 
More information www.ufi.org. 
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